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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





 Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has 


back problems


Elaine Clem now at home recovering from 


knee surgery; Mrs. Alice Frasier ; Chris 


Jackson; David Nash; Collins Boakye  


 Emily Clark’s Grandmother has cancer


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, elderly couple who


placed membership not long ago. Both are in poor


health and while they long to be at services, can


not. Cards would lift their spirit.


Expecting mothers: Jessica Jackson; Alex 


Bowman; Anna Tramell; Hannah Shaffer


_______________________________________





Remember the Bible Forum 


March 20 – 22


_____________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ryan Pink


 Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Clay Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Sterling Borders 


   Asst. 2-----Mark Robinson


   Asst. 3-----Grant Gay


   Asst. 4-----Adam Kreis


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson 


2nd Prayer---Randal Rogers


Read Scripture---Preston Jackson 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Roger Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader---Steven Tramell


2nd Prayer---Zack Adams


Read Scripture---Larry Coots


Sermon--------Sterling Borders


Lord's Supper---Clay Bowman


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Preston Jackson


 Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


 Closing Prayer---Bill Scott





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








The Truth about the Truth  ( R )





And now, O Lord Jehovah, thou art God, and thy words are truth, (2 Sam 7:28)


 


     Truth is the moral and personal characteristic of God. God proclaims that he is merciful, gracious, longsuffering and abounding in goodness and truth. (Ex 34: 6)  He is a God of truth without injustice. (Deut. 32: 4) All of his paths are mercy and truth (Ps. 25: 10). In like manner Jesus possesses this character, as the "Word of God who became flesh." (Jn.1: 14)


Jesus said of himself, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6) While He walked among His disciples He promised that God would send the "Spirit of Truth" and He would guide them unto all truth. (Jn. 16: 13) Sometimes, truth is spoken of as light opposed to darkness or error. (I Jn. 1: 5)  It is in this way that the contrast is made between God who can not lie because there is no untruth in Him and Satan who only lies because there is no truth in him. (Jn. 8: 44)


     Because truth is from God we must conclude that  


truth is absolute. The very basis of our existence is predicated upon this fact. In our society not many people believe this to be so. No matter what truth is spoken or what the facts may show, there is always some other possible answer. We speak of half-truths as if that’s ok. In our courts of law, a person about to give testimony must swear or affirm that he will tell the "truth", "the whole truth" and "nothing but the truth".  It is a pretty good indication of how society feels about telling the truth. Of necessity a half-truth is also a half-untruth or lie. It is sad that brethren sometimes deal 


				Cont on Page 3


				





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








     We need look no further than the cross of Christ to see the supreme examples of peaceableness and mercy.  In the life of Jesus we see what it means to be gentle, reasonable, and find a wealth of “good fruits.”  And of course the people who received Jesus’ harshest condemnation were the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites who recognized Him yet rejected Him.


     The world tolerates gross inadequacies of its “wise men” because their virtues are greater than their failings.  Great world leaders often have the worst personal lives.  And some times whose who would teach the meaning of the gospel are woefully lacking in these attributes of “wisdom from above.”


     God’s idea of wisdom is not just reading and comprehending the message of the Bible.  Real wisdom is understanding and  being transformed by the gospel.  I would like to be thought of as being wise; probably most of us would.  There is a temptation to justify my argumentativeness, or stubbornness, supposing great Bible knowledge outweighs such failings.  Perhaps in some ways it does.  But I have not achieved wisdom, as God sees it, so long as that is my attitude.


____________________________





But the LORD shall endure forever; He has prepared His throne for judgment. He shall judge the world in righteousness, And He shall administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness.  (Ps 9:7-8)





Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.


(Ps 27:14)











					





evil thing.”  Adam and Eve rebelled because of personal ambition—a desire to be like God.  Paul warns that the desire for wealth carries with it the risk of ruin and destruction (1 Timothy 6:9), but personal ambition is not limited to a quest for financial advantage.  Politicians are often viewed as people grasping for power, with all the potential for corruption that implies.  Similarly, Paul speaks of various men grasping for power and prestige in the church.  There is the danger today of some in the congregation seeking personal advantage, prestige, etc.  These may give the appearance of wisdom, but where teachers are motivated by such things, it is not God’s wisdom they possess.


     Paul says that Christ’s death on the cross, while foolishness to Greeks and a stumbling block to Jews, is the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:23-24).  Christ’s death was the most selfless act in all of history. I wonder how many feuds, divorces, etc., would be avoided if we were as selfless as we ought to be.


     Verse 17 of James 3 gives some of the characteristics of wisdom, as God sees it.  “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.”


     Wisdom is pure.  Most things in life are polluted in some way or another.  A wise man, as defined by the world, has many virtues, yet the wisest people do some of the most foolish things.  I read of a cancer surgeon who died of lung cancer, after a life time of smoking cigarettes.  He failed to heed his own advice to quit smoking, because he thought it wouldn’t happen to him.  God’s wisdom has no such inconsistencies.


     It strikes me that all these characteristics are godly attributes.  





     What is wisdom?  To some it is something found by sitting among the clouds on a remote mountain, pondering the meaning of life.  For others it is the right political persuasion.  Or being able to build a large, successful business while keeping the workers happy.  Perhaps it is getting more people in the door of the meeting place on a Sunday.  God’s ideas are nearly always different from men’s, so we should not be surprised to discover that He sees wisdom differently from men.


     James 3:13-18 says something about the wisdom “which comes down from above.”


     Wisdom needs to be demonstrated.  Perhaps you have heard the saying:  “He is so heavenly, he is no earthly good to anyone.”  God’s idea of wisdom is not having one’s head in the clouds with a box full of platitudes out of which wise sayings are pulled as the situation requires.  According to James, wisdom is evidenced, not by what is said but by what is done.  “Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.”  We may have tremendous knowledge of all the Bible says, and understand all the doctrines and issues, but that in itself does not prove us to be wise.  A wise man (or woman) will surely have a good knowledge of the Bible, for as Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is  understanding,” but knowledge must produce good deeds, good behavior.  Wisdom, as God sees it, is practical.


     Wisdom is selfless.  James says that a wisdom which manifests jealousy and 


personal ambition “does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic” and will only produce “disorder and every





Seeing Wisdom As God Sees It


By Rod Chapman
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with brethren with half-truths if it suits their purpose. Be assured, however, that half-truths will still be judged by the whole truth. 


    Truth is truth even if you chose to ignore it. Many public figures, when confronted with the truth of their actions, simply ignore it making no comment about it and soon enough it seems to go away or is forgotten. In the same way many ignore the simple truth of God's word. They forge some argument to explain away a truth plainly spoken in the Scripture. Nonetheless, it is only the truth that will set one free (Jn. 8: 32) and God will not accept those who do not worship Him in truth. (Jn. 4: 23) Truth is the foundation of the Church


(I Tim. 3: 5). 


     Truth is never out of order. As it is never right to lie, it is always right to speak truth. A lie requires something to cover it, the truth never contradicts itself.


     Often, times the truth hurts in a good way. When faced with their sin, those on Pentecost were "pricked in their heart", and were brought to repentance. If the truth hurts in a way that brings us to repentance it is a good hurt. Paul called it "godly sorrow". (II Cor. 7: 10) 


     What then is our attitude toward truth? Is it the standard by which we live? Is it the benchmark of our lives? We must evaluate it often. Brother Dee Bowman once wrote, "We have not restored all the truth until we restore the attitude it requires". How true! How True! 


     May God help us to see His truth as absolute and deal in truth in every aspect of our life.





       		Joe Phillips














